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April	2025	
	
The	Nanaimo	Community	Archives	(NCA)	holds	records	created	by	European	
newcomers	—	offices,	individuals	and	businesses	in	Nanaimo	—	that	privilege	the	
settler	experience	of	colonization	on	unceded	Snuneymuxw	territory	from	1850	on.	
Inevitably,	and	without	their	consent,	the	Snuneymuxw	and	other	Indigenous	peoples	
in	the	region	have	been	ensnared	within	the	archive’s	collections.			
	
As	part	of	our	response	to	the	Truth	and	Reconciliation	Commission’s	calls	to	deepen	
our	understanding	of	the	devastating	impacts	of	colonization	and	the	enduring	harms	of	
colonialism	inflicted	on	Snuneymuxw	people	and	territory,	in	2024	we	reviewed	all	the	
resources	in	the	NCA	that	related	to	the	Snuneymuxw	and	other	First	Nations.	These	
materials	reflect	colonial	and	often	racist	sensibilities,	both	in	the	content	of	the	records	
themselves,	and	in	the	way	public	archives	are	created	and	arranged.1	However,	they	
also	contain	information	that	may	be	of	value	and	interest	to	the	Snuneymuxw	and	their	
kin	in	surrounding	communities.		With	a	view	to	improving	the	discoverability	and	
accessibility	of	these	records,	in	this	report	we	provide	summaries	and	notes	on	the	
records	we	identified,	and	indexes	based	on	family	names,	villages	and	Nations.		
	
The	NCA	does	not	collect	or	hold	records	created	by	or	for	Indigenous	peoples	or	hold	
records	from	federal	or	provincial	offices,	the	Department	of	Indian	Affairs,	or	religious	
institutions.			
	
We	offer	this	preliminary	report	aware	that	it	is	only	through	nuts’a’maat,	guided	by	the	
Snuneymuxw	community,	that	a	truer	understanding	of	this	shared	history	can	be	
achieved.	You	are	encouraged	to	contact	us	at	http://www.nanaimoarchives.ca/	if	you	
wish	to	add	to,	comment	on,	or	challenge	this	report	in	any	way.		
	
Respectfully,		

	
Ann	Rogers,	Researcher		 Christine	Meutzner,	Archivist			
	

				
		 	

	
1	We	undertook	this	review	informed	by	the	Tandanya-Adelaide	Declaration	issued	by	the	International	Council	on	
Archives	Expert	Matters	Indigenous	Group	in	2019	that	observed:	“Colonial	archival	programs	served	often	as	
textual	armouries	prioritizing	evidence	of	colonial	settlement	and	creating	categories	of	identity	and	knowledge	to	
privilege	and	preserve	settler	narratives	and	leave	Indigenous	heritage	on	the	unacknowledged	frontiers	of	public	
memory”	(para	1).	We	also	reviewed	guidelines	concerning	First	Nations	jurisdiction	over	information	concerning	
their	communities	and	members	(such	as	FN-OCAP	standards	on	data	collection).		

http://www.nanaimoarchives.ca/
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Timeline	of	Snuneymuxw-Settler	History		
	

YEAR EVENT SOURCE 
1770s Population of Original Peoples in area now known as BC 

estimated at between 200,000 and one million before contact; 
coastal population vastly diminished ca. 1770s-80 by first 
smallpox epidemic.  
 

ICT backgrounder  

1791-72 First encounters with Spanish explorers in the area. Manson P. 8, 22 
 

1827-30 Fort Langley journals document Snuneymuxw fishing on Fraser 
River and trading salmon with occupants of Fort Langley. 
 

Manson P. 9 
 

1849 British Crown gives Hudson Bay Company control of Vancouver 
Island and instructs HBC to colonize it.  
 

 

1850 Ki-et-sa-kun (“Coal Tyee”) takes HBC clerk James McKay to 
Snuneymuxw territory to look at the coal resources. 
 

Manson P. 29 

1851 Settler population of Vancouver Island is 20 people. 
 

Hannan P. 7 

1852  
September 10 

First coal prepared by Snuneymuxw mulstimuxw (people) 
ready to be shipped. 
 

McKay 

1852 McKay travels to Siklault (Denman Island) looking for coal. 
 

McKay 

1853  HBC begins construction of the Bastion, hiring Snuneymuxw 
mulstimuxw (people) to assist.  
 

McKay 

1853 HBC Census lists 943 Indigenous people n Nanaimo. 
 

Hannan P. 5 fn 

1853 Sques (Squies) and Siam-a cit tried and executed for the 
murder of settler Peter Brown. 
 

McKay 

1854  
December 23 

Sarlequun Snuneymuxw Treaty is signed. It stipulates that coal 
would be shared but land and water must be preserved and 
protected, including Snuneymuxw villages, enclosed fields, 
waterways, harvesting and gathering, and the rights to hunt 
and fish as they have always done. 
 

Snuneymuxw FN / 
Nation 
 

1857  George Gibbs surveys area, noting Snuneymuxw villages along 
Nanaimo River.  

Manson P. 5  
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1857 James Alden sketches Departure Bay. Info Files/First 
Nations — people 

1859 Methodist minister Arthur Browning arrives. 
 

 

1859  
October 18 

“Grand assemblage” for a feast at “Sewet’s camp” including 
Comuck, Sea-shelts, Lummy, Cowitchan, Songish and others. 
  

Janning P.53 

1860 Six Snuneymuxw chiefs meet with Methodist minister/teacher 
Ebenezer Robson about opening an “Indian School”. 
 

Janning P. 61 

1859 HBC surveyor B W Pearce surveys and stakes out Nanaimo 
River and harbour areas. 
 

Pearce 

1860 HBC community of Colvile (Coleville) Town becomes Nanaimo. 
    

City of Nanaimo  

1860  
November 27 

Methodist Chapel dedicated 
 
 

Hannan, Map 5  

1861 John Booth Good arrives in area to help establish a chapel and 
school for Snuneymuxw, lays Anglican church cornerstone on 
December 25. 
 

John Booth Good 
Hannan Map 5 

1862 Second smallpox epidemic on Vancouver Island - more than 
30% of Native population dies. 
 

John Booth Good 
Hannan P.6 

1862 Map of Nanaimo Indian Reserve prepared. 
 

 

1862 Snuneymuxw removed from their traditional [winter] village 
on Cameron Island to southern village, (now Reserve No. 1). 
   

City of Nanaimo  

1863  Missionary Thomas Crosby arrives to set up Indian Day School. Janning, P. XV 
Hannan P. 6 

1866 Colony of Vancouver Island unites with Colony of British 
Columbia. 
 

 

1866 Lord notes the killing of a Snuneymuxw chief during a battle 
with a rival Native group. 
  

John Keats Lord 

1867  
April 28 

Sa-ta-na / David Sallosalton (1851-1872) baptized. 
  
 

Janning P. XIX 

1871  
April 14 

BC Methodist annual district meeting moves to establish 
“Indian Industrial Schools” on Vancouver Island  
 

Janning P. 258 
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1871  
July 20 

United Colony of British Columbia joins Canada. 
  
 

 

1871 Population of Nanaimo is 1,516;  850 Native, 601 White, 36 
Chinese, 29 People of Colour. 
 

Hannan P. 7  

1874  
 

Nanaimo is sixth municipality to be incorporated in BC. 
 

 

1875  
December 23 

Death of Quen-es-ton, chief of Nanaimo Indians, reported. 
 
 

News Headlines 

1876  
April 12 

Indian Act comes into effect. 
 

 

1876 Nanaimo Daily Free Press founded. 
 

 

1876 Nanaimo Reserve Commission and Gilbert Sproat begin 
consultations to fix boundaries of proposed Indian Reserves.  
 

Pamphlets/Terry 
Eastwood 

1876 
May 1 

Kook-shin Amos Cushan (“first convert to Christianity”) 
becomes first elected Chief of Nanaimo Indian Band. 
 

Janning P. XVII and 
PP. 85-103 

1879  
January 22  

“Three thousand Indians attended Cowichan Jim’s potlatch at 
local reserve”. 
 

News Headlines 

1881  
February 6 
 

Death of Ki-et-sa-kun [Coal Tyee] reported. 
 

News Headlines 

1881 Nanaimo area population is 2,803. 
 

Hannan P. 8 

1884 Federal government bans potlatches and cultural ceremonies. 
 

 

1885  
July 2  

“Sixty canoes of Alberni Indians arrived for grand potlatch of 
Nanaimo chieftain, Quenam, whose daughter was married.” 
 

News Headlines 

1887 Euclawtaw encampment located between the City and 
Departure Bay removed, citing violations of the Indian Act. 
 

Office of Corporate 
Administration 
fonds 
 

1894 Tsekinum William Good (1878-1966) wins 400-yard race at San 
Francisco World’s Fair, then is disqualified for being 
Indigenous. 
 

Nanaimo Museum 

1900 Indian Wanderers football club formed by Xul si malt Harry 
Manson, who becomes its first captain.  

BC Sports Hall of 
Fame 



	 7	

1908 
December 25  

William Samesett lost while hunting in Nanoose woods. 
 
 

News Headlines 

1925  
July 29  

“Mrs. Menathloet Onehome, Indian born in Nanaimo in 1820, 
passed away at Nanaimo River”. 
 

News Headlines 

1932 February 
  

“Nanoose Bob, aged 105 and reputed as the oldest Indian in 
Canada, passed away”. 
 

News Headlines 

1920s-30s Indigenous people working in some of the 40 Japanese-owned 
herring salteries in Nanaimo. 
  

Nanaimo Museum  

1946 Military hospital turned over to Department of Indian Affairs 
to become first Indian hospital accredited in BC  

Information Files/ 
First Nations —
buildings 
 

1953  Tsekinum William Good (1878-1966) receives Queen Elizabeth 
II Coronation Medal for outstanding police service. 
 

Nanaimo Museum 

1959 Snuneymuxw traditions and cultures displayed for Queen 
Elizabeth at Beban Park during Royal Tour. 
 

Earle C Westwood 
fonds 

1961 A community health workshop is held at Nanaimo Indian 
Hospital, with certificates granted to Ellen White, Carrie Good, 
Alfreda Cooper, Joe Elliot and Albert Wilson. 
 

Information Files/ 
First Nations —
buildings 

1965 In R v White and Bob the Supreme Court of Canada upholds 
1854 Treaty and finds the Snuneymuxw right to hunt as agreed 
was enforceable under Canadian law. 
   

Manson P. 33 

1966  Totem Pole carved by Jimmy John raised for Route of the 
Haida. 
 

Information Files/ 
artifacts 

1966-7 Nanaimo Indian Hospital closes, having treated 14,000 
patients, according to Nanaimo Daily Free Press. 

Information Files/ 
First Nations — 
buildings 
 

1982  Totem carved by Stan James and Bill Dennis. Information Files/ 
artifacts 
 

1987 Jimmy John (1876-1988) celebrates 111th birthday.  Information Files/ 
First Nations — 
people 
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1992  
April 30  

Longhouse on Reserve #4 destroyed by fire. 
 
 
 

Information Files/ 
First Nations —
buildings 

1993 Ceremony to bless new longhouse on McMillan Road takes 
place. 

Information Files/ 
First Nations —
buildings 
 

1994 Nanaimo FN receives $82K from province to build new 
community hall. 

Information Files/ 
First Nations —
buildings 

1995  
March 21 

Sexual predator Arthur Plint sentenced to 11 years for crimes 
carried out at Alberni Indian Residential School. Mel Good 
among the 18 victims who brought the case.    
 

 

1999 New multiplex facility including health, day care and band 
administrative offices opens at 668 Centre Road. 

Information Files/ 
First Nations —
buildings 
 

2003 Negotiations on return of Te’tuxwtun’ lands underway. 
 

 

2006-9 T’se Lh wa la ga Viola Wyse is first woman Chief of 
Snuneymuxw FN. She passed away on August 17, 2009, with 
over 1,000 attending her funeral, including BC Premier Gordon 
Campbell and AFN National Chief Shawn Atleo. 
 

Manson P. 11 

2008-9  Archaeological survey of estuary recovers weir, fish traps 
dating to ca. 1859. 
 

Manson P. 41 

2008  
July 29 

Tribal Journey arrives at Departure Bay. Information Files/ 
First Nations — 
people 
 

2009 Construction of Aboriginal meeting place begins at Malaspina 
College-University. 

Information Files/ 
First Nations — 
people 
 

2011  Kwulasulwut Dr Ellen White receives Order of BC. 
 

Manson P. 10 

2011 News feature, “Legacy of Fear,” a 3-part special report on 
Nanaimo Indian Hospital includes interviews with Joan Morris 
(who describes her experiences, including shock therapy and 
surgeries), Ellen White and Christine Johnny. 
 

Information Files/ 
First Nations —
buildings 
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2012 Xul-si-malt Harry Manson, (1879 –1912) becomes first 
Indigenous soccer player to be inducted into the Canadian 
Soccer Hall of Fame. 

Information Files/ 
First Nations — 
people 
 

2012 
December 17 

Native Women’s Association of Canada commissions Joel Good 
to produce Grandmother Moon carving for Sisters in Spirits 
ceremonies to honour MMIWG. 

Information Files/ 
First Nations — 
people 
 

2016 Provincial government pays $49 million to compensate for 
theft of downtown reserve lands.  
 

 

2016 
September 1 

Snuneymuxw Community Building opens Information Files/ 
First Nations —
buildings 
 

2017 New health centre and school in Cedar, and affordable housing 
project on Bowen Road announced. 

Information Files/ 
First Nations —
buildings 
 

2017 Snaw’Naw’As community hall destroyed by fire but artifacts 
saved. 

Information Files/ 
First Nations —
buildings 
 

2021 Chief Xumtilum Mike Wyse and Council sign a Memo of 
Understanding with the federal and provincial crown to 
forward land reconciliation as per the 1854 Treaty. 
 

Manson P. 12 

2024 Te’tuxwtun’ lands (Nanaimo Indian Hospital site) returned. 
 

 

2024 sxwayxum  (Nanaimo Howard Johnson site) returned. 
 

 

	
SOURCES:	Timeline	based	on	Nanaimo	Community	Archives	sources	as	noted.	
Additional	sources	include:		

o City	of	Nanaimo	website.		
o ICT	(Indigenous	Corporate	Training	)	backgrounder,	“The	Impact	of	Smallpox	on	

First	Nations	on	the	West	Coast”	(April	17,	2017).		
o Nanaimo	Museum	display	panels	for	Tsekinum	William	Good	(1878-1966);	and	

Nanaimo	was	our	home	(Japanese	presence).		
o Snuneymuxw	First	Nation	website.		

	 	

https://www.nanaimo.ca/about-nanaimo/history-of-nanaimo
https://www.ictinc.ca/blog/the-impact-of-smallpox-on-first-nations-on-the-west-coast
https://www.ictinc.ca/blog/the-impact-of-smallpox-on-first-nations-on-the-west-coast
https://www.snuneymuxw.ca/nation/
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Putting	our	resources	in	historic	context	
The	Snuneymuxw	Nation	has	preserved	and	protected	its	lands	and	waterways	since	
time	immemorial,	a	sacred	responsibility	that	was	deeply	disrupted	by	the	arrival	of	
European	settlers.	The	resources	we	hold	at	the	Nanaimo	Community	Archives	capture	
a	small	piece	of	the	Snuneymuxw	experience	of	colonialism	that	began	when	the	
Hudson’s	Bay	Company	(HBC)	appeared	on	their	territory	in	the	1850s.		

Snuneymuxw	traditional	territory	includes	the	east	coast	of	Vancouver	Island	
around	what	is	now	Nanaimo,	proximate	Gulf	Island	waterways,	and	villages	on	the	
Fraser	River.2		The	territory	is	rich	in	salmon	which	remains	central	to	the	
Snuneymuxw	way	of	life.	For	thousands	of	years	salmon	provided	the	Nation	with	
immense	wealth	as	they	participated	in	the	dense,	sophisticated	trading	networks	
established	among	the	Indigenous	nations	of	the	Pacific	Northwest.	This	relationship	is	
found	in	our	records,	which	include	a	description	of	First	Salmon	Ceremony	(Murray),	
fishing	technologies	(Lord,	Murray),	and	many	references	to	trade.		
	
From	Treaty	to	Dispossession	
European	diseases	preceded	the	arrival	of	the	Europeans	themselves,	in	the	form	of	a	
smallpox	epidemic	in	the	1780s.	Indigenous	nations	were	still	recovering	from	this	
devasting	blow	to	their	populations	and	cultures	when	the	HBC	set	up	a	fur	trading	post	
on	Lekwungen	land	at	Camosun	in	1843.		The	arrival	of	European	newcomers	seemed	
to	offer	significant	new	trade	opportunities	for	the	Original	Peoples	of	so-called	
Vancouver	Island.	In	1851	Ki-et-sa-kun	“Coal	Tyee"	told	newcomers	in	Victoria	that	the	
Snuneymuxw	had	coal	in	their	territory;	the	HBC	dispatched	clerk	Joseph	McKay	to	
investigate	and	oversee	the	development	of	a	coal	mining	operation.	McKay’s	daybooks	
and	letters	(1852-1854),	record	these	early	interactions,	showing	that	people	from	
many	First	Nations	came	to	visit	and	trade	with	the	Snuneymuxw,	as	they	had	always	
done,	and	now	to	trade	with	the	newcomers.	

In	the	Sarlequun	Snuneymuxw	Treaty	(1854)	the	Nation	entered	into	an	
agreement	with	the	British	Crown	to	protect	their	rights	and	territory.	They	agreed	to	
share	coal	resources	and	provide	some	land	to	the	HBC	settlers.	The	newcomers,	soon	
backed	by	the	federal	and	provincial	governments,	ignored	the	Treaty	and	intensified	
their	efforts	to	gain	control	over	Snuneymuxw	lands	and	resources.	It	was	not	until	the	
1965	White	and	Bob	case	that	newcomers	acknowledged	they	were	bound	by	Treaty.		

In	1859	the	HBC	sent	B	W	Pearce	to	survey	the	area	around	the	Nanaimo	River.	
His	field	books	note	the	location	of	Snuneymuxw	villages	and	landmarks,	define	
potential	reserve	boundaries,	and	make	observations	on	geographical	features	and	local	
fauna.	He	also	recorded	acts	of	Snuneymuxw	resistance	to	his	activities,	such	as	the	
removal	of	his	survey	posts.	Several	maps	in	our	collections	show	“Indian”	houses,	
villages	and	later,	“Indian	reserves”	around	Nanaimo.	Correspondence	from	
businessman	and	later	mayor	Mark	Bate	shows	relentless	efforts	to	secure	the	rights	to	
the	minerals	that	lay	under	Snuneymuxw	and	Stz’uminus	reserve	lands	in	the	1880s	for	
the	Vancouver	Coal	Mining	and	Land	Company,	the	local	successor	to	the	HBC.			

	
2	Snuneymuxw	First	Nation	website.		
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Trade		
McKay	records	that	the	Snuneymuxw	produced	the	first	coal	shipments,	and	helped	
build	HBC	houses	and	infrastructure,	including	the	Bastion.	Indigenous	traders	supplied	
the	newcomers	with	essential	goods	such	as	salmon,	deer,	potatoes,	hay	and	possibly	
hides,	along	with	construction	materials	that	included	logs,	shells,	shingles	and	lumber	
for	construction.	These	were	traded,	according	to	McKay,	mainly	for	blankets	and	shirts.	
The	HBC	settlement	also	relied	on	Indigenous	people	to	carry	passengers,	letters	and	
goods	up	and	down	the	coast.		

McKay’s	records	suggest	that	from	his	point	of	view	the	relationship	between	the	
Snuneymuxw	and	the	newcomers	was	mainly	businesslike,	amicable	and	mutually	
beneficial,	although	there	were	harbingers	of	what	was	to	come.	The	colonial	
authorities	threatened	use	of	extreme	force	against	the	Snuneymuxw	and	Quw’utsun	
Nations	unless	they	complied	with	demands	to	turn	over	Sques	and	Siam-a	cit,	two	men	
accused	of	murdering	of	HBC	employee	Peter	Brown.	The	men	were	publicly	executed	
in	front	of	the	Snuneymuxw	people	on	Protection	Island	in	1853.		
	
Education	
Missionaries	arrived	at	Nanaimo	to	establish	schools	and	churches	to	impose	Christian	
and	European	customs.	Some	early	sources	(Crosby,	Good)	document	the	efforts	of	
missionaries	to	set	up	Christian	schools	and	churches	for	the	Snuneymuxw	community	
and	describe	the	customs	and	living	conditions	they	observe	in	the	longhouses	and	
villages.	Attitudes	of	white	supremacy	are	evident	in	Crosby’s	writings,	but	he	also	
describes	the	effects	of	the	1862	smallpox	epidemic	and	documents	the	abuse	of	
Snuneymuxw	women	and	girls	being	trafficked	to	white	men	living	in	what	today	would	
be	called	man	camps.		

Employment	
Many	sources	mention	in	passing	the	engagement	of	Snuneymuxw	men	to	act	as	guides	
and	messengers,	to	provide	sea	transportation,	and	to	work	on	construction	and	in	the	
coalmines.	As	the	19th	century	progressed,	Snuneymuxw	men	working	in	the	mines	and	
as	stevedores	were	eventually	supplanted	by	Chinese	immigrants	who	were	cheaper	to	
employ.	Such	shifts	in	local	employment	can	be	traced	through	the	Ministry	of	Mines	
Reports	for	Nanaimo	Mines.	Littlefield	produced	a	history	of	Snuneymuxw	women’s	
changing	occupations	and	employment	in	the	settler	ere	for	her	PhD	thesis.	

Inter-tribal	Conflict		
Our	records	show	tensions	and	skirmishes	among	the	Indigenous	peoples	of	the	region	
that	occasionally	impacted	newcomers.	McKay	notes	that	from	its	Bastion	stronghold	
the	HBC	fired	at	a	Haida	war	party	entering	Nanaimo	harbour.	recognizing	that	the	
safety	of	the	Snuneymuxw	was	integral	to	the	HBC	operations.	Adam	Grant	Horne’s	
account	of	travelling	with	Indigenous	guides	in	the	region	mentions	precautions	taken	
to	avoid	potentially	hostile	encounters	and	recounts	coming	upon	the	aftermath	of	a	
Haida	massacre	of	Qualicum	people	in	1856.		
	
	



	 12	

Colonial	Institutions		
The	Nanaimo	Gaol	[Jail]	Register	(1877	-	1884)	shows	that	people	from	dozens	of	
tribes,	villages	and	nations	were	incarcerated	by	colonial	authorities	for	breaking	
colonial	laws,	mostly	related	to	alcohol	possession	and	consumption.		 	
	 While	we	do	not	hold	records	on	the	Nanaimo	Indian	Hospital,	a	federal	
institution	that	operated	between	1946	-1966,	our	Chapel	of	Flowers	funeral	register	
shows	funeral	arrangements	made	on	behalf	of	44	Indian	Hospital	patients	who	died	
there	between	1948	and	1951.	This	item	indicates	that	in	a	few	cases	children	were	
transferred	directly	from	residential	schools	to	the	hospital,	and	also	shows	
tuberculosis	sweeping	through	families.		Our	Information	Files	contain	some		
newspaper	articles,	about	the	closure	of	the	hospital	in	1966.			

Cultural	Activities		
In	the	pre-confederation	period,	ceremony	and	potlatches	are	sometimes	mentioned	in	
general	terms,	often	as	impediments	to	colonization	efforts	(e.g.	Crosby	describes	
children	missing	school,	while	McKay	notes	men	being	unavailable	for	work).	With	the	
passage	of	the	Indian	Act	of	1876,	Indigenous	peoples	and	nations	fell	under	federal	
government	control;	potlatches	and	other	cultural	practices	were	formally	banned	in	
1884.	Nanaimo	newspapers	reported	on	large	potlatches	at	Quw’utsun/Cowichan	in	
1879,	and	for	Snuneymuxw	Chief	Quenam’s	daughter’s	marriage	in	1885	(News	
Headlines).		After	the	Potlatch	ban	was	lifted	in	1951,	the	cultural,	economic	and	
political	resurgence	of	the	Snuneymuxw	began	to	be	openly	celebrated	in	settler	
narratives,	In	our	photograph	collections,	from	about	1959	on	we	begin	to	find	
photographs	of	Snuneymuxw	engaging	in	cultural	practices	such	as	fish	smoking,	
carving,	weaving	and	knitting.	We	also	hold	some	sound	recordings	of	Snuneymuxw	
visionaries	such	as	Kwulasulwut	Dr	Ellen	White	who	in	the	1970s	undertook	to	
revitalize	the	Hulquminum	language.		Our	Information	files,	contain	newspaper	
clippings	that	show	a	steady	resurgence	of	the	Snuneymuxw	presence	in	sports	and	
business,	and	reasserting	control	over	education	and	health.		
	
Beginning	in	the	2000s,	researchers	for	the	Snuneymuxw	began	to	utilize	the	Nanaimo	
Community	Archives	as	a	resource	in	their	efforts	to	have	traditional	lands	and	rights	
recognized	and	restored.	This	survey	of	the	NCA’s	historical	records	show	that	the	
Snuneymuxw	continue	to	uphold	the	Sarlequun	Snuneymuxw	Treaty	of	1854,	
preserving	and	protecting	territorial	lands	and	waters	and	ensuring	that	upcoming	
generations	will	continue	to	thrive	here.		
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Descriptions		
Textual	Records	

B	W	Pearce,	HBC	Surveyor	to	Nanaimo.	
Field	Book.	—1859.	
	
Pearce	was	the	assistant	colonial	surveyor	for	the	HBC	sent	to	survey	land	around	
Nanaimo	River	in	what	is	now	Cedar,	Cranberry	and	the	mountain	districts.	Item	is	his	
field	diary	of	this	work	which	shows	fauna	(e.g.	maples,	large	pines,	cedar),	
geopgraphical	features	such	as	mountains,	plains	and	river	rapids,	and	records	some	
traditional	placenames	alongside	their	European	counterparts	(e.g.	Chase	River	-	
Kuliuton;	Departure	Bay	-	Islalup	P27).	There	are	references	to	encounters	with	the	
Snuneymuxw,	including	avoiding	surveying	too	close	to	their	villages	(PP	16-17),	the	
removal	of	survey	posts,	and	trading	and	working	with	the	Snuneymuxw,	Penelakut	and	
Quw’utsun	peoples.	

	
Chapel	of	Flowers,	Westwood	Hirst	Funeral	Home	fonds.	
Funeral	Record	&	Ledger	—1947	-	1951.	

The	Westwood-Hirst	Funeral	Home,	later	the	Westwood	Funeral	Home	Ltd.	
(Westwood's	Chapel	of	Flowers)	maintained	records	of	its	clients.	The	item	records	
funeral	arrangements	made	for	Snuneymuxw	and	other	Indigenous	people	who	were	
identified	as	dying	in	the	Nanaimo	Indian	Hospital	and/or	their	funeral	arrangements	
were	billed	to	the	Department	of	Indian	Affairs	(DIA).	

NOTE:	Appendix	1	lists	the	names	and	places	of	residence	of	people	who	died	at	the	
Nanaimo	Indian	Hospital,	followed	by	name	of	funeral	registrant	and	the	page	number	
of	the	record.	The	fonds	itself	contains	an	index	of	surnames.	No	transcript	available.	

	
Hudson’s	Bay	Company	fonds.	—1852	-	1854.		

Records	were	created	by	Hudson’s	Bay	Company	clerk	Joseph	William	McKay	(1829-
1900),	who	in	August	1852	was	sent	to	take	possession	of	the	coalfields	at	Nanaimo	and	
oversaw	the	establishment	of	a	sawmill,	saltern	and	school.	The	Fonds	consists	of	
correspondence	(1852-1853,	1857);	daybooks	(1852-1854,	1857-1858),	and	
memoranda	(1857-58).	Transcripts	are	available	on	the	Nanaimo	Community	Archives	
website.		

The records show	the	day-to-day	interactions	between	the	HBC	settlement	and	the	
Original	Peoples;	events	and	activities	taking	place	between	the	Snuneymuxw	and	other	
nations,	mainly	for	trade,	family	visits	and	occasionally	disputes.	Economic	activities	
documented	include	First	Nations	trading	goods	such	as	venison,	salmon,	and	potatoes;	
working	as	miners	and	carpenters;	producing	shingles;	and	supplying	transport	and	
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communications.	McKay	also	records	information	about	the	wider	region	he	gleans	
through	his	contacts	with	visiting	Indigenous	people.		

NOTE:	“Indian”	and	“Native”	are	the	most	used	terms	for	Indigenous	peoples	in	this	
fonds.	There	are	also	references	to	people	who	are	identified	according	to	their	nations	
and	villages.	Individuals	are	sometimes	named	in	the	records.	Spellings	are	highly	
variable.	Indexes	of	names,	people,	and	rivers,	lakes,	forts	and	points	of	interest	was	
compiled	by	the	transcriber	of	the	journal.	Appendix	2	is	a	list	of	modern	Nations	and	
alternative	spellings	that	appear	in	the	records.	Copyright	of	the	transcripts	is	held	by	
the	Nanaimo	Community	Archives.	They	are	available	for	private	study	and	research.	If	
you	plan	to	publish	or	share	the	information	on	the	internet,	you	may	require	written	
permission	—	please	contact	us.		

Joseph	McKay's	Daybook.	—	August	24,	1852	—	September	27,	1854	
Item	includes	daily	accounts	of	HBC	activities	that	frequently	mention	contact	
with	the	Snuneymuxw	and	other	Nations	for	trade,	employment	and	general	
interactions,	and	the	trial	and	execution	of	Sques	(Squies)	and	Siam-a	cit,	by	the	
colonial	authorities	in	1853.		

HBC	Letterbook:	Correspondence	between	Joseph	McKay	(Nanaimo)	and	
James	Douglas	(Victoria).	—	August	24,	1852	—	September	27,	1853.		
Item	shows	the	Snuneymuxw	supplying	wood,	coal,	shells	and	sand	for	chimneys	
to	the	HBC,	as	well	as	cooking	for	them	and	clearing	land.		

HBC	Nanaimo	Memoranda.	—1855	-1857.	
Item	shows	the	Snuneymuxw	engaged	in	economic	activities	such	as	mining,	
logging,	and	bringing	in	hay	from	the	Nanaimo	River	area.	There	is	an	account	of	
a	grievance	between	the	Snuneymuxw	and	Ida	[Haida]	nations	that	led	to	
decision	to	fire	a	cannon	from	the	Bastion.		

	
Horne	Family	fonds.		
Diary	of	Adam	Grant	Horne.	—1854	-	1856.		

Horne	was	a	storekeeper	and	explorer	who	travelled	on	foot	and	by	canoe	throughout	
the	region,	especially	north	of	Nanaimo,	relying	on	Indigenous	people	as	guides	and	
sources	of	socio-geographical	knowledge.	Item	describes	expeditions,	concerns	about	
potentially	hostile	Indigenous	war	parties,	and	includes	an	account	of	a	Haida	massacre	
of	a	small	Qualicum	tribe	in	1856.		
	
NOTE:	See	also	Sound	Recordings/lecture	by	W	Barraclough.		
	

	

https://www.nanaimoarchives.ca/transcripts-and-recordings/hbc-mckay-journal-1852-1854
https://www.nanaimoarchives.ca/transcripts-and-recordings/hbc-mckay-letters-1852-1853
https://www.nanaimoarchives.ca/transcripts-and-recordings/hbc-nanaimo-memoranda-1855-1857
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Mark	Bate	fonds.	
(Series	3)	Professional	Papers.	—	1869	-1888.	Mark	Bate	was	prominent	in	both	civic	
and	business	affairs	in	Nanaimo,	including	serving	multiple	terms	as	mayor.		He	was	
employed	as	a	clerk	for	the	Hudson's	Bay	Company	at	Nanaimo,	and	later	as	accountant	
and	cashier.	The	HBC	sold	their	interests	to	the	Vancouver	Coal	Mining	and	Land	
Company	in	1862.	Bate	became	Manager	for	the	new	company	(1869	–	1884),	then	
Office	Manager.		

Files	includes	drafts	and	correspondence	about	mining	licenses	sought	from	the	
Superintendent	of	Indian	Affairs	J	W	Powell	for	the	Chemainus	Indian	Reserve	(1884),	
and	Nanaimo	River	Indian	Reserve	(1888),	and	include	rough	sketches;	and	a	letter	
(1871)	from	Robert	Dunsmuir	to	Langevin,	Ministry	of	Public	Works	about	construction	
of	road	and	wharf	in	Departure	Bay	to	access	coal	seam	and	includes	reference	to	a	
work	team	of	“40	men	including	25	white,	7	Chinese	and	the	remainder	Indian.”		

NOTE:	See	also	Vancouver	Coal	Mining	and	Land	Company	fonds.		
	

Ministry	Of	Mines	Reports	for	Nanaimo	Mines.	—	1874-	1979.	

These	BC	government	reports,	available	online	through	the	NCA	website,	show	in	detail	
coal	mining	activities	in	the	Nanaimo	area,	including	the	number	of	Indigenous	miners	
working	at	the	local	mines,	and	their	wages,	along	with	occasional	references	to	
individuals	and	areas.		Indexed.	These	were	not	reviewed.		
	

Nanaimo	Gaol	fonds.	—1877	–	1884.	

The	Bastion,	and	later	a	provincial	gaol	[jail]	on	Front	Street,	were	used	as	a	temporary	
lock-up	for	minor	offenders.	It	is	unclear	who	created	and	maintained	the	jail	register;	
both	the	provincial	and	municipal	governments	were	involved	in	law	enforcement	and	
maintenance	of	prisoners.	
	
The	register	notes	the	age,	occupation,	religion,	marital	status,	country	of	origin,	date	of	
trial,	offence,	sentence,	remarks,	and	sentence	expiries	of	prisoners	housed	in	the	
Nanaimo	Gaol.	There	are	1928	records,	including	many	repeat	offenders.	Around	1100	
records	list	an	Indigenous	nation	as	the	country	of	origin	of	the	offender,	including	319	
Nanaimo.	Offences	are	primarily	liquor-related	violations	of	the	Indian	Act.	
	
NOTE:	The	spellings	of	Indigenous	personal	and	places	vary	and	the	writing	is	often	
illegible.	Personal	names	may	appear	as	a	single	name	anglicized	name	(“Joe”;	“Susan”)	
or	as	an	Indigenous	name	plus	anglicized	name	(“Na-na-kow,	Bill”;	“Mary	Clap-clook-
coct”).		List	of	Indigenous	nations	noted	as	Country	of	Origin	at	Appendix	3.	No	
transcript	available.	Indexed.	See	also	Sound	Recordings/	Judge	Philpott.		
	
	

	 	

https://www.nanaimoarchives.ca/research-links
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Lawrence	Manson	Fonds.	Manson	Store.	—	1894-1896.	
Pioneer	Store	Fonds.		Mayers	Red	House.		—	1866	-1875.	
	
Items	are	store	accounts	ledgers	detailing	daily	purchases	and	moneys	owed	by	various	
customers.	Name	indexes	available.	There	are	some	references	to	non-cash	trade	(e.g.	
deer	skin)	that	may	show	Indigenous	economic	trade	activities.		There	is	a	name	index	
of	customers.	These	items	were	not	reviewed.		

	
Provincial	Sessional	Papers.	—	1865	-?		
	
The	British	Columbia	Sessional	Papers	are	an	annual	collection	of	selected	papers	
tabled	in	the	Legislative	Council	of	British	Columbia	and	the	Legislative	Assembly	and	
may	contain	information	about	the	Treaty	Commission,	Indian	agents	and	reserves	in	
the	Nanaimo	area.		References	to	T	D	Jones’	coal	lease	of	1898	on	Nanaimo	Indian	
Reserve	noted.	The	records	are	available	online	at	the	BC	Archives.		

	
Vancouver	Coal	Mining	and	Land	Company	fonds.		
Letterbook.	—1873-1883	
This letterbook contains letters Mark Bate wrote to	various	people	including	government	
and	business	associates	as	well	as	family.	Using the search term “Indian,” we found 
occasional references to selling alcohol to, and employment and payment of unidentified 
individuals. There are also references to Indian Reserves, including a possible encroachment 
on reserve lands by settlers, and efforts to obtain mineral rights on reserve lands. 
 
NOTE: Transcript	available	on	NCA	website. 	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

https://www.nanaimoarchives.ca/transcripts-and-recordings/vancouver-coal-mining-and-land-company-letterbook-1873-1883
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Photographs	

Our	preliminary	search	found	about	50	photographs	that	feature	Snuneymuxw	people	
and	activities.	Over	time,	subject	search	terms	and	spellings	have	changed	and	so	this	
list	is	not	exhaustive.	Search	terms	used	include	First	Nations;	Totem	Poles;	Aboriginal	
Arts;	Sny	ny	mo;	Arts,	Native;	Canoe	Races;	Aboriginal	lands.	An	itemized	list	is	
available	at	Appendix	4.		

NOTE:	All	photographs	may	be	viewed	at	the	Archives.	Some	photographs	are	not	yet	in	
the	public	domain,	and	so	permission	for	publication	or	reproduction	on	the	internet	
may	be	required.	Please	contact	us	for	more	information.		

Earle	C	Westwood	fonds.	—	1959.	
	
Collection	is	six	photographs	taken	at	Beban	Park	during	the	1959	Royal	Tour	and	show	
the	Queen	and	her	entourage	looking	at	Snuneymuxw	carving,	dance,	regalia	and	fish	
smoking	activities.	Also	photograph	of	a	Henry	Hunt	carving,	1963.		

	
Englefield	Studio	fonds.	—	1960-1970.		
	
Collection	includes	15	photographs	including	Ellen	and	Doug	White,	Chief	William	
Wyse,	carver	Jimmy	John	and	dance	and	music	presentations.		
	

Lovick	Studio	fonds.	—	1895-	1967.	
	
Collection	includes	16	black	and	white	and	colour	photographs	including.	annotated	
photograph	of	Reserve	#1	(ca.	1895),	football	team	(1917),	totem	poles	and	
petroglyphs,	etc,	and	photographs	of	people	including	Chief	White,	Robert	Seward,	Joe	
Wyse	and	Billy	Yoachim,	(1905),	Skawal	(1918),	Ernie	and	Jonah	Bob	(1950s),	dancer	
Ray	Brown	(1962).				
	

Nanaimo	Community	Archives	collection.		—	1870-1950.	
	
Collection	includes	three	black	and	white	photographs	including	Wesleyan	Indian	
Church	(1870),	canoe	(1900)	and	Nanaimo	Indian	Hospital	(1950)..		
	

Nanaimo	Daily	News	fonds.	—	1970-1980.		
	
Collection	includes	six	black	and	white	photographs	including	Chief	William	Wyse	and	
others	at	cenotaph	(1970),	girls	in	Native	costume	(1970),	totem	pole	(1975)	and	Coal	
Tyee	float	(1980).			
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Sound	recordings	

Nanaimo	Historical	Society	fonds	(Series	2).		—	1960	—	1987.	

NOTE:	Many	of	these	recordings	are	available	on	the	NCA	website	and	no	permission	is	
required	to	use	the	material	for	private	research.	The	copyright	on	the	material	is	held	
by	the	Nanaimo	Historical	Society,	and	any	other	use	of	the	recordings,	including	
Internet	publication,	requires	written	permission.		For	more	information,	please	contact	
the	Nanaimo	Historical	Society	directly	via	their	website.	

	
	
Jimmy	John	and	Leslie	John,	Nootka	Carvers.	—	1979.		
Jimmy	John	(1876-1978)	was	a	Nuu-chah-nulth	artist	known	for	his	carvings	of	totem	
poles,	masks	and	silver	jewellery.		Born	at	Yuquot,	he	was	a	chief	descended	directly	
from	Chief	Maquinna,	who	was	adopted	in	the	Snuneymuxw	First	Nation	by	William	
Good.	He	had	a	carving	workshop	on	#4	Reserve	in	Cedar	for	half	a	century.	Leslie	
(1928-1980)	was	the	son	of	Jimmy	John	and	Cecilia	Diholt,	and	also	became	a	master	
carver.	Item	is	an	interview	conducted	by	Harold	Thorneycraft.		

	
	
Kwulasulwut	Dr	Ellen	White.			
Kwulasulwut	Ellen	White	(1922-2018)	was	a	Snuneymuxw	matriarch,	knowledge	
keeper	and	author.	She	was	instrumental	in	founding	the	First	Nations	Studies	
Department	at	Vancouver	Island	University	in	1994	and	was	recognized	in	particular	
for	her	contribution	to	preserving	the	Hul’qumi’num	language.	She	received	the	Order	
of	Canada	in	2016	among	many	other	awards	recognizing	her	leadership	and	her	
contributions	to	the	community.	

History	of	Snuneymuxw. — 	1973.	
Item	is	a	recording	of	Ellen	White	discussing	history,	leadership	and	legends.		

School	`District	68	History	Project	-	Ellen	White.	—	1987.	
Item	is	recording	of	Ellen	White.		
	

	

	

	

https://www.nanaimoarchives.ca/transcripts-and-recordings/historical-audio-recordings
https://www.nanaimohistoricalsociety.ca/
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Barraclough,	William.	—	1960-1993	
Items	are	talks	and	interviews	by	local	historian	William	Barraclough	(1923	-	2005),	
who	was	active	in	the	Nanaimo	History	Society	and	Archives.	

Indigenous	Dogs.		—	1960.		
	
Life	of	Adam	Grant	Horne.	—		1962.	Transcript	available.		
	
Kendall,	Harrison	and	Waller:	Various	Topics.	—	1970	
Item	is	an	interview	Barraclough	conducted	with	Boat	Harbour	resident	Ken	Kendall	
(first	15	minutes)	who	describes	finding	artifacts	at	Blackberry	Point	on	Valdes	
Island	that	he	donated	to	the	Nanaimo	Museum.	These	artifacts	include	cedar	planks	
that	were	part	of	a	longhouse,	fish	spears,	needles,	a	carved	halibut	hook,	weavings,	
a	cape/burial	shroud,	and	ceremonial	items	such	as	bundles	of	herbs.	He	describes	
meeting	with	Stz’uminus	people,	including	a	Hulquminum-speaking	grandmother	
who	recalled	the	use	of	some	of	the	items.	Kendall	also	describes	visiting	a	large	
burial	site	on	Valdes	that	included	mummified	bodies	and	burial	boxes,	and	seeing	
thousands	of	petroglyphs	over	the	years,	including	at	south	Nanaimo,	Sproat	Lake,	
and	near	Coffin	Point	(Ladysmith),	and	at	the	north	end	of	Gabriola,	where	there	
were	also	round	stone	balls.		

Manson,	William.	—	1966.	Transcript	available.		
Item	is	an	interview	that	contains	a	paragraph	mentioning	“Indians”	coming	to	do	
business	in	the	Manson	family	store,	speaking	their	own	languages	or		sometimes	
Chinook.			
	

Files	of	Yesteryear.		—	1970.	
Indians	of	Cameron	Island.		
“Indian	Jack”		
Items	are	short	presentations	from	a	local	radio	series.		
	

Johnson,	Patricia.	—	1968.		
Item	is	a	conference	presentation	on	Nanaimo	history	that	includes	discussion	of	First	
Nations	totem	poles	and	dogs.	
	

Karr,	Clarence.	—	c1980.	Hudson’s	Bay	Company.	Transcript	available.	
Item	mentions	Indigenous	trading	practices	in	several	places.			
	
	
Tranfield,	George.		—	1980.		
Item	includes	discussion	of	culturally	modified	trees.	
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Little,	Ted.	—		1982.		
Item	is	a	transcript	for	an	illustrated	(slide	show)	on	the	villages	of	Sne-Ny-Mo.	

	
Philpott,	Judge	William.		—	1971.	Nanaimo’s	early	penal	system.	
Item	is	a	recorded	lecture	that	discusses	the	Nanaimo	Gaol	Register	in	a	general	way.		

Radcliffe,	D.	—	1970.		People	of	the	Cedar.		
	
	
White,	Edison.	—	1970.		
Item	is	a	lecture	on	coal	mining	in	the	1920	that	includes	some	First	Nations	history.		

	
Spowart,	Bill.	—1968.		Coast	Salish	drums	and	dance.		

	
Stevens	and	Manson	family	histories.	—1979.	Transcript	available.	 
Item	includes	Gib	and	Stella	Stevens	(nee	Manson)	recounting	family	history	of	
Manson’s	great	grand	uncle	Mike	Manson	who	rescued	a	Snuneymuxw	man	between	
Gabriola	and	Nanaimo	who	then	took	the	Manson	family	name	as	his	own.		 
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Maps		

NOTE:	As	Indian	Reserve	lands	are	a	federal	responsibility,	we	have	very	few	locally	
created	records	that	document	Snuneymuxw	traditional	presence	and	territory.	The	
Nanaimo	River-Cedar	area	is	somewhat	represented,	while	our	search	did	not	show	
anything	on	Gabriola	Island.	The	Pearce	and	Bate	fonds	include	some	rough	sketch	
maps	showing	locations	of	villages	and	later,	Indian	reserve	lands	in	the	Nanaimo	area.		

Items	are	listed	chronologically	and	are	available	for	viewing.		

The	Cranberry	District	(rough	sketch).	—1859	
Item	is	a	copy	of	an	early	map	which	includes	Quamquamqua/Nanaimo	River.	Original	
at	BC	Archives.		

Official	Map	of	the	town	of	Newcastle	V.I.	—	!860	August.		
Item	is	a	copy	of	a	survey	map	by	E	W	Green	that	shows	the	Nanaimo	shoreline,	and	
marks	“Indian	village”	in	the	large	Snuneymuxw	gathering	place	around	Swy-A-Lana	
lagoon	at	the	base	of	the	Millstone	River.		Original	at	BC	Archives.		
	
Map	of	Company’s	Lands	at	Nanaimo.	—1862-1864	
Item	shows	Indian	villages	and	reserve	lands,	including	one	site	north	of	Millstream	
River	and	four	village	sites	along	the	Nanaimo	River.				
	
Map	of	Nanaimo	Indian	Reserve.		—	1862.		
Poor	condition.		
	
Executive	Council	Papers	Inward.	—	1892	(June—July).	
Item	is	a	copy	of	a	map	and	shows	“Indian	House”	marked	in	vicinity	of	foreshore	of	
Stiil’nep/Departure	Bay.	

Nanaimo	Sheet	Vancouver	Island.	—	1916.	
Item	shows	location	of	Indian	Reserve	lands	from	Ladysmith	to	Mount	Benson.		
	
Cowichan	Agency,	British	Columbia.		—	1951.	
Item	is	a	map	that	shows	area	from	Denman	Island	to	Victoria	including	Indian	
Reserves:	Qualicum,	Nanoose,	Nanaimo	Town,	Nanaimo	River	1-4,	Gabriola	6	(burial),	
Valdez	3,	Shingle	Point	4,	Portier	Pass	5,	Oyster	Bay,	Chemainus	13,	Kuper	Island	7,	Tent		
Island	8,	Fishing	Station	10-11,	Halalt	(West	Home)	2,	Tsussu	(Bonstall)	6,	Halalt	(Willys	
Island)	1,	Mayne	Island	6;	Galiano	Island	(fishing	station),	Cowichan	Lake,	Skutz	Falls	7-
8,	Kakalatza	(River	Bottom)	6,	Tzarl-lam	(Riverbottom)	5,	Cowichan	1,	2		(Therk),	3	(Kil	
Pah	las)	9,	Est	Patrolas	(Rogers	Lake)	4,	Mayne	Island	6,	Saturna	Island	7,	Pender	Island	
8,	Fulford	Harbour	5,	Hatch	Point	12,	Union	Bay	4,	(Patricia	Bay	-	Tseycum),	Malahat	11,	
plus	others	in	the	Victoria	area.			
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Books,	dissertations	and	reports	

Crosby,	Thomas,	(1863).	Among	the	An-ko-me-nums	of	the	Pacific	Coast.		
Thomas	Crosby	was	a	day-school	teacher	in	the	Methodist	mission	at	Nanaimo	from	
1863-1869	who	helped	establish	a	Methodist	Indian	school.	Item	is	a	book	that	
recounts	his	experiences,	including	living	among	Snuneymuxw,	and	reflect	his	religious	
and	colonial	views.	His	descriptions	include	attempts	to	learn	Hulquminum,	to	wash,	
dress	and	educate	local	children,	elders	taking	the	children	to	instruct	them	in	their	
culture,	his	opinions	on	living	conditions	in	the	longhouses,	ceremonies,	and	other	
observations	on	potlatching	and	“barter	marriages.”		Individuals	mentioned	include	Sa-
tana-David	Sallosalton,	his	uncle	Chief	Qual-al-kup,	and	Chief	Chil-qua-lum;	Quee-lawt;	
Snuneymuxw	Chief	Squi-es-ton	and	nephew	Tsil-ka-mot;	Chemainus	Chief	Lis-tcheem.		
One	black	and	white	photograph	plate.		
	

Janning,	Robert	(xwu’xwi’é:m	kinum),	(2023).	The	history	that	we	share.	
Item	is	a	history	of	relations	between	the	Snuneymuxw	mulstimuxw,	the	Methodist	
Church	of	Canada	and	the	establishment	of	Indian	Residential	Schools,	specifically	the	
Coqualeetza	Home	and	School.		It	includes	biographies	of	Native	assistants	Kook-shin	
Amos	Cushan	and	Sa-ta-na	David	Sallosalton,	ministers	Ebenezer	Robson,	Edward	
White	and	Cornelius	Bryant,	and	teacher	Thomas	Crosby.	Includes	maps	and	
illustrations.			

	
Littlefield,	Loraine,	(1995).	Gender,	class	and	community	—	the	history	of	SNE-NAY-
MUXW	women’s	employment.		
Item	is	a	PhD	(History)	dissertation	that	investigates	the	employment	of	Snuneymuwx	
women	from	the	time	of	European	settlement	and	includes	information	on	family	and	
kinship,	changes	in	women’s	roles,	the	establishment	and	pre-emption	of	reserve	lands,	
potlatching,	farming,	practices,	effects	of	disease,	and	demographic	and	economic	data	
and	analysis.			
	
	
Meyr	zu	Erpen,	Walter,	(1985).	Towards	an	understanding	of	the	municipal	archives	of	
the	19th	century	BC:	Nanaimo.	
Item	is	an	MA	dissertation	in	Archives	Studies	that	includes	a	general	history	of	
colonization	in	the	Nanaimo	area	and	some	specific	mention	of	Indigenous	peoples	as	
they	appear	in	municipal	records	(e.g.	under	bylaws	governing	“nuisance	prevention’.)		
	
	
Lord,	John	Keats,	(1866).	The	naturalist	in	Vancouver	Island	and	British	Columbia.	
Item	is	a	book	by	biologist	Lord,	who	was	in	BC	from	July	12,	1858	to	February	28,	1860.	
He	describes	spear	fishing	on	the	Nanaimo	River	(vol	1	P76)	and	meeting	Indigenous	
people	from	Fort	Rupert	(east	of	Port	Hardy)	who	described	a	recent	battle	that	
including	killing	a	Snuneymuxw	chief	(vol	2	P154).	
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Murray,	Rebecca	Anne,	(1982).	Analysis	of	Artifacts	from	Duke	Point	area	site	near	
Nanaimo.	
Item	is	an	archeological	report	that	includes	a	comprehensive	analysis	of	artifacts	from	
four	sites	in	the	Duke	Point	area	that	show	cultural	continuity	in	the	area.	It	describes	
the	use	of	subsistence	technologies	including	weir-fishing	at	Nanaimo	River	(P85)	and	
has	ethnographic	information	based	on	secondary	research	that	includes	description	of	
First	Salmon	ceremonies	conducted	at	Jack	Point	(P.89),	descriptions	of	petroglyphs,	
winter	ceremonies;	and	mortuary	practices.	Includes	photographs	and	site	maps.		
	
	
Robin,	Peter	W.,	(1991).	John	Booth	Good.	
Item	is	an	MA	dissertation	that	investigates	the	life	of	Reverend	John	Booth	Good,	who	
was	active	in	the	Nanaimo	area	from	1861	to	1867.	The	record	includes	information	on	
Snuneymuxw	living	conditions,	including	moving	the	community	(P39	passim),	the	
1861	smallpox	outbreak	(P46),	and	shows	the	use	of	Indigenous	“watchmen,”	—	
converts	to	Christianity	who	were	and	used	to	encourage	and	police	the	behaviour	of	
non-Christian	members	of	the	community	(P52).	It	also	includes	information	on	David	
Good,	son	of	the	murdered	chief	Skenahan	(P54),	and	Louis	Good	(P55).		
	
	
Robin,	Peter	W.,	(1993).	Beyond	the	bounds	of	the	west:	the	life	of	John	Booth	Good	1833	
–	1916.		
Item	is	a	biography	of	missionary	John	Good	who	was	active	in	the	establishment	at	
Nanaimo	of	a	chapel	and	school	for	Snuneymuxw	people	from	1861	to	1867.	These	
experiences	in	Nanaimo	are	mentioned	in	passing.		
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Pamphlets	

Colliery	Dam	Park	Culturally	Modified	Trees	Mapping	Project.	—	2009.			
Item	is	a	report	prepared	by	Julie	Cowie,	in	consultation	with	Geraldine	Manson	and	
Loraine	Littlefield	et.	al.,	includes	maps	and	photographs.		

NOTE	Field	notes,	sketch	maps	and	colour	photographs	of	the	project	compiled	by	
Parker	Williams	(2008-9)	are	also	available.			

	
“The	Dig”	at	Departure	Bay.	—	1992.	
Item	is	a	photocopied	scrapbook	of	captioned	photographs	that	documents	the	
archaeological	methods	used	to	survey	the	stl’ilep	(Departure	Bay)	village	site.		

NOTE:	filed	under	Nanaimo	Centennial	Museum.		
	
The	Millstone	River	Village	Site.	—	2005.		
Item	is	a	report	by	Loraine	Littlefield	documenting	the	available	evidence	to	support	
claims	of	the	presence	of	a	Snuneymuxw	village	on	this	site.	Includes	oral	histories,	
maps,	and	photographs	of	artifacts.	
	

The	Millstone	River	Inlet	Dispossession,	Repossession,	Resettlement.		—	2004.	
Item	is	a	VIU	history	student	essay	by	Val	Hannan	that	reviews	historic	evidence	of	
Teyexten	villages	at	the	Millstream	River	(Tlehsleltsa?)	and	salt	springs	site.	Includes	
maps.		

NOTE	filed	under	Val	Hannan.	
	

Nanaimo	Archaeological	Site	ReSurvey	Project.	—	2005.		
Item	is	a	report	by	the	Nanaimo	Branch	of	the	Archaeological	Society	in	July	2005,	
which	revisited	reports	undertaken	in	1975.		Areas	include	Chase	River,	Departure	Bay,	
Duke	Point,	Neck	Point/Hammond	Bay,	Newcastle	Island,	Pipers	Lagoon,	Protection	
Island,	Newcastle	Channel,	Dodd	Narrows,	Protection	Island,	makes	many	references	to	
middens	and	notes	those	that	had	been	disturbed	or	destroyed	in	the	intervening	years.	
Good	bibliography.		

NOTE:	filed	under	Nichole	Oakes.		

	
Nanaimo	Reserve	Commission	of	1876.		
Item	is	an	issue	of	BC	Historical	News	that	includes	a	letter	from	Gilbert	Sproat	to	
federal	and	provincial	authorities	describing	consultations	with	Snuneymuxw	on	fixing	
the	boundaries	of	the	proposed	reserve	lands.	(PP8	-	16.)			
	
NOTE:	filed	under	Terry	Eastwood.		
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Information	files.	—	1947	–	2017.		
	
The	Archives	maintains	clippings	files	of	newspaper	articles	that	appeared	in	The	
Nanaimo	Daily	Free	Press	and	the	Nanaimo	News	Bulletin,	along	with	ephemera	such	as	
conference	packages,	events	programs	and	interviews.	Some	of	these	files	include	
stories	of	Snuneymuxw	people,	culture,	activities,	education,	health,	and	business	
ventures.	Collection	is	open	and	available	for	use.	

Files	in	the	collection	include	the	following:	Artifacts	(1947	-	1972)	[includes	carving];	
First	Nations	—	Buildings	(1983	-	2017);	First	Nations	—	Hospital	(Nanaimo)	(1966	-	
2013);	First	Nations	—	Land	claims	(1993	-	2001);	First	Nations	—	People	(1971	-	
2017);	First	Nations	—	Rights	(1993	-	2014).			

	
News	Headlines	in	Nanaimo.	—	1874	–	1934.	
	
The	Nanaimo	Free	Press	published	a	special	Jubilee	Edition	that	featured	selected	
headlines	from	1874	to	1934	to	commemorate	the	60th	anniversary	of	the	City's	
incorporation.	Researchers	interested	in	reading	more	should	consult	the	Free	Press	on	
microfilm	at	the	Vancouver	Island	Regional	Library	or	at	Vancouver	Island	University.	

NOTE:	Subject	index	compiled	using	search	term,	“Indian”	(Appendix	5).	Copyright	
Nanaimo	Community	Archives:	permission	to	reproduce	required.	
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Appendices	

	
APPENDIX	1	-	Funeral	Record	&	Ledger.	

A	list	of	names	and	places	of	residence	of	people	who	died	at	the	Nanaimo	Indian	
Hospital.	Includes	name	of	funeral	registrant	and	page	references.				

NAMES PLACES PAGE  
ALFRED, Dorothy Lucy 
Ethel Alfred 

Alert Bay 44 

BOB, Lillian  
Robert Bob 

Nanoose Bay 121 

BROWN, Patrick Hubert Hazelton/Nanaimo 107 
BROWN, Lyle Eugene  
Daniel Brown 

Nanaimo 156 

CHAMBERLAIN, Christie  
Peter Chamberlain 

Namu Cannery 140 

CHARLES, Christine  
Frank Charles 

Tofino  
Alberni 

44 

COOK, Edna  
[N W Garrard DIA?] 

Bamfield 91 

COOK, James Bamfield 100 
DAVID, Doreen 
[N Garrett DIA??] 

Tofino 138 

DENNIS, Alice 
Jack Peters? 

Bamfield 138 

DICK, Richard 
Robert Daniels (Grandfather)  

Alberni  
Cowichan Bay 

56 

DICK, Evelyn Gertrude? 
James Steel Dick 

Timberlands-Nanaimo 93 

ELLIOT, Mary Madeline 
John P Elliot 

Koksilah 
Kuper Island 

14 

FISHER, Linda Jane 
[M O Underwood DIA?] 

Duncan 146 

FRANK, Charlie  
David Frank 

Ahousat 55 

FRANK, Mary M (1847-1948) Harrison Hot Springs/New 
Westminister 

65 
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GEORGE, Maggie  
August Harry 

Duncan/Malahat 2 

GEORGE, Jennifer Koksilah 45 
GOOD, Ronald Terry 
Peter Good 

Nanaimo 71 

HENRY, Josephine  
Harry Henry 

Nanaimo Reserve 
 

109 

JACK, (Joesam) Mary  Creekside/New Westminster  141 
JAMES, Vera Veronica  
Mrs Vincent Johnny 

Koksilah 103 

JOHNNIE, Doris Norma  
Norman Johnnie 

Nanaimo 67 

JOHNNIE, Violet  
Norman Johnnie 

Nanaimo   96 

JOHNNIE, Norman Charles 
Norman Johnnie 

Nanaimo 141 

LOUIS, Alice  
Johnny White 

Nanoose Bay 148 

MANSON, Larry  
Adam Manson  

Nanaimo 103 

MANSON, [Baby]? 
Wm Manson 

507 Victoria Rd, Nanaimo 68 

McCARTHY, Della 
Charlie McCarthy 

Ucluelet 
Alberni 

45 

NORRIS, Johnny  Valdese [Valdes] 7 
PAUL, Alice M  Cowichan 59 
PAUL, Harvey  Ahousat 79 
PUGLAS, Victor Samuel  
James Puglas 

Alert Bay(student) 
 

71 

RICE, Mary  Kuper Island 109 
SAMPSON [Baby]  Chemainus Bay 38 
SAMPSON, Agnes 
Eli Sampson 

Chemainus Bay 149 

SAMSON [Baby]  
Steve Samson 

Chemainus Bay 147 

SEWARD, Robert (1861-1949) 
William Seward 

Nanaimo 112 



	 28	

	

	 	

SMITH, John Arthur 
Thomas and Charlie Seward 

Nanaimo 31 

SMITH, Norman E.  Alert Bay 60 
SPORT, ELIZABETH 
Mrs Albie Charlie  
Lawrence Sport  

Alberni  
Duncan  
Bamfield 

52 

THOMAS, Bernadette V.  
Philip Thomas 

Esquimalt/Saanich 43 

THOMAS, Phillia M Nanaimo River 74 
THOMAS, Theresa  
Philip Thomas 

Nanaimo River 21 

WHITE, Paul  
Johnny White 

Nanaimo River Indian Reserve 
 

146 

WILLIAMS, Ralph 
[Mr N Gareth DIA?] 

Clayoquot 138 
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APPENDIX	2	-	HBC	Fonds	-	McKay’s	Daybook.	

Nations,	people	and	places	and	variant	spellings	as	they	appear	in	the	daybook.	

SNUNEYMUWX/NANAIMO	-	Nanaimoe/Nanaimoes/Nanaimos/	Tlelup	Bay	-	St’litlup;	
CHIEFS	-	Ctchelot	/Se-Win/	WuwWunshin/Wun	Wun	Shun	
/Wunwunshim/Wunwimshim/Wunwunchiam;	OTHERS	-	MaMatewis/	
Matewas	[killed	Kalach,	Cadboro	crew];	Sagoyawatha,	Thomas	/	Sagoyawathat/	
Sagaoyawatha;		Tche-hetum/Tche-wihe-tum	/Tche-we-tum	/Thm-whe-tums	[father	of]	
SeamaTum/	Siam-a-tun	Siamaton	/	SeamaTun	

COWICHAN	TRIBES	-	Cowechin/Cowechins	/Cowichin/	Quamichan	[village]	
Thm-thm-a-litch	[village];	CHIEF	-	Tsau	si	ai/Tsa-si-ai	

HAIDA	-	Ida/Skidegate	

HEILTSUK	NATION	-	sometimes	identified	as	Kwakuitl	or	Northern	Kwakiutl;	Bil-ba-
bas/BilBalas/Bilballas/Bilbalas/	Bil-ba-bas/Bil	Balas/Bilballas/	

KLAHOOSE	FIRST	NATION	[Cortes	-	Thahoos/	Tlahouse/Thahoos/	Tlahoose		

K’ÓMOKS	FIRST	NATION/COMOX	-	Koomox	Indians/Pentlitch	River;	Sibault/	
Sihlalut/Siklault	[Denman	Island	or	location	on	Denman	Island]			

KWAKIUT]	FIRST	NATION	[Fort	Rupert]	-	Quackhold/Quakolths/Quakulths/	
Quakyohs	/Quakyold	/Quakyolhs/Quakyolth/Quakyolths/Quaskhold/Quaskholds	

MAMALILIKULLA	FIRST	NATION	[Campbell	River]	Mamallilakulla/Mamillilakullas	

MUSQUEAM	NATION	-	Misqmians	(?)	

shishálh	NATION/SECHELT	-	Sheshalls/Sechelt	

SKOHOMISH	INDIAN	TRIBE		-Skowhomich/	Skowhomish/	Skuwhumish/	Skuqwumish	

Sḵwx̱wú7mesh	NATION	/SQUAMISH	-	Squammish	

SNAW’NAW’WAS/NANOOSE	FIRST	NATION	-	Noo-moo-as/Nonooas/NooNooas	

STZ’UMINUS	FIRST	NATION/CHEMAINUS	-		Chemanis/Chemainis/Chimanis	

TLA’AMIN	FIRST	NATION	(formerly		Sliammon	FN)	-	Sliamins			

TONGASS	(territory	of	the	Haida,	Tsimshian	and	Tlingit)	-	Tongas/Cape	Fox	Indians	

TSIMSHIAN	(Fort	Simpson/Port	Simpson)	-	Chimsian/Chimsians	
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APPENDIX	3	-	Nanaimo	Gaol	Fonds.		

Country	(Indigenous	Nation)	as	recorded	in	the	register.	May	be	incomplete,	and/or	errors	
in	original	transcription.		
	

Aimkish		
Bella	Coola		
Canada		
Candia	
Cape	Fox	
Chemainus	
Chuwassin	/	Chuwissin	
Cla	witzes	/	Clahouse	/		
Clallum	/	Clallum	Washington	State	/	Clawibyes	
Comiaken	
Comox	
Cowichan	
	
Euclataw	/	Euclataw	B	F	/	Euclataw	B	I	/	Euclataw	B	S	/	Euclataw	C	M	/	
Euclataw	C	R	/	Euclataw	C	R	N	/	Euclataw	G	M	/	Euclataw	L	L	/	Euclataw	Q	/	
Euclataw	S	M	/		Euclataw	S	N	/		Euclataw	S	R/	Yukaloss	
	
Falka	/		Fatka				
Fort	Rupert	
Fort	Simpson	
Fort	Yale	
Halalt	/	Helt	elt	
Hydah	
Kittemat	
	
Klem	klem	let	/		Klem	klem	lit	/		Klem	Klemelet	/		Klem	Klemlet	/		Klemklemlet	
	
Ladrones	Island	
Lemalcha	
Li	ickson	/		Liakson	/		Liickson	/		Lyicksun	
Mattlepie	
Musqueum	
Naas	
Nanaimo	
Nanook	/		Nanoose	
Nass	
Nawitti	
Nimkish	/		Nimpkish	
	
Pen	el	e	quet	/		Peneleguet	/		Penelepuet	/		Penelequct	/		Penelequet/	Peneleuct	
/		Peneleyuet	/		Penelpuet	/		Penelquet	
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Quamichan	
Quck	a	loss	
Saanich	
Sicamoose	
Sicemen	
Siewattie	/	Siwatte	/	Siwatti	/	Siwattie	
Skagit	Washington	State	
Sliammon	
Somenos	
Songish	
Squamish	
Swattic	/	Swattic		
Tuwattic	
Tatka	
Tongas	
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APPENDIX	4	-	List	of	Photographs.	

YEAR	 TITLE	OF	PHOTOGRAPH	 COLLECTION	
1870s?	 Wesleyan	Methodist	Indian	Church	 NCA	
1876-1978	 Yuquot	Chief	 NCA	
1890	 Recalma	Family,	Qualicum	 Englefield	
1895	 Reserve	#1	with	occupant	names	 Lovick	
1900?	 Nanaimo	Indian	with	canoe	 NCA	
1905	 Seward,	Robert;	Wyse,	Joe;	Yoachim,	Billy	 Lovick	
1905	 Chief	White	 Lovick	
1917	 Snuneymuxw	Football	Club	

(Seward,	R	/	Kelly,	PR/	Jame,	W/	Ward,	M/	Jones,	I	/Sanson	E/	
Good,	L/	White,	G/	Wyse,	G	/Charlie,	J/	Yoachum,	B/	Thom,	
J/Peters,	J	/Thom,	S)	

Lovick	

1918	 Skwawal	-	grandmother	of	Joe	Peters,	with	her	husband	Siltsamat	 Lovick	
1949	 Canoe	races	 Lovick	
1950	 Indian	Hospital	 Lovick	
1952	 Georgia	Park	totem	pole	 Lovick	
1953	 Jonah	Bob	and	totem	 Lovick	
1955	 Canoe	 Knight		
1957	 Snuneymuxw	Jonah	Bob	 Lovick	
1957	 Jonah	Bob,	for	Centennial	 Lovick	
1957	 Ernie	Bob	and	children	 Lovick	
1957	 Jonah	Bob	 Lovick	
1959	 Royal	Tour	—	Beban	Park		 Westwood	
1960	 Ellen	White,	Doug	White	 Englefield	
1960	 Dance	&	Music	presentation	 Englefield	
1960	 Chief	William	Wyse	 Englefield	
1960	 Jimmy	John	(with	masks)	 Englefield	
1961	 Totem	pole	on	Victoria	Crescent	 Lovick	
1962	 Ray	Brown,	Dancer	 Lovick	
1963	 Henry	Hunt,	carver,	Victoria	 Westwood	
1964	 Truck	with	large	log	for	canoe	carving	 Lovick	
1965	 Jimmy	John,	Nuu-chah-nulth	carver	(with	carvings,	in	regalia)	 Englefield	
1965	 Chief	White,	Ellen	White,	Doug	White	 Englefield	
1966	 Totem	pole	installation		 Nanaimo	News	
1967	 Totem	pole	presentation	(California)	 Westwood	
1967	 Store	display	(2)	 Lovick	
1970	 Chief	Wyse	at	Cenotaph	 Nanaimo	News	
1970	 Arts	and	Crafts	 Englefield	
1970	 Dance	 Englefield	
1970	 Chief	William	Wyse	 Nanaimo	News	
1970	 Canoe	races	at	Newcastle	Island	 Nanaimo	News	
1970	 Girls	in	Costume	-	RCMP	/Rotary		 Nanaimo	News	
1971	 Chief	William	Wyse	 Flett	family	fonds	
1972	 Chief	Wyse	accepts	trophy	for	war	canoe	race	 Nanaimo	News	
1974	 Installing	totem	pole	at	Stewart	Avenue	and	Island	Highway	 Englefield	
1975	 Totem	Pole	 Nanaimo	News	
1978	 “Indian	Days”	on	Newcastle	Island	 Flett	family	
1980	 Coal	Tyee	Day	float	 Nanaimo	News	
1980	 Nanaimo	Indians	with	canoe	 Lovick	
1983	 Henry	Hunt	and	Mungo	Martin	 Nanaimo	News	
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APPENDIX	5	-	News	Headlines	in	Nanaimo.	—	1874	–	1934.	

Headlines	identified	through	search	term	“Indian.”	May	be	incomplete.	

1874	-	Apr	 15	Indian	woman	and	son	murdered	near	Douglas	Pit	

1874-Oct	24		 Nanaimo	Indians	terrified	by	moon	eclipse	

1875-Dec	23		Quen-es-ton,	chief	of	Nanaimo	Indians,	passed	away.	

1876-Mar	1		 Illicit	traffic	of	liquor	to	Indians	caused	97	per	cent	of	court	cases	in	1875.	

1879-Jan	22	 Three	thousand	Indians	attended	Cowichan	Jim's	potlatch	at	local	reserve.	

1881-Feb	6	 "Coal	Tyhee",	[Ki-et-sa-kun],	the	Indian	who	discovered	coal	which	made	
Nanaimo	famous,	passed	away.	

1881-May	21	William	Stewart,	Nanaimo,	appointed	Indian	Agent	for	Nanaimo,	
Cowichan	and	Comox	District.	

1884-Jul	21	 Sammy	Eaton,	Nanaimo	Indian	chief,	passed	away.	

1885-Jul	2	 Sixty	canoes	of	Alberni	Indians	arrived	for	grand	potlatch	of	Nanaimo	
chieftain,	Quenam,	whose	daughter	was	married.	

1886-Feb	28	 Entire	population	witnessed	arrival	of	No.	1,	first	locomotive	to	enter	
Nanaimo	over	E	and	N;	Indians	in	awe	exclaiming	"okook,	hyas	tyhee".	

1888-Dec	12	 Sinequar,	West	Coast	Indian,	hanged	at	Nanaimo	jail	for	murder.	

1906-May	5	 Thomas	O'Connell	appointed	special	Indian	officer.	

1908-Dec.	25	William	Samesett,	Indian	lost	while	hunting	in	Nanoose	woods.	

1925-Jul	29	 Mrs.	Menathloet	Onehome	Indian,	born	in	Nanaimo	in	1820,	passed	away	
at	Nanaimo	River.	

1932-Feb	5	 Nanoose	Bob,	aged	105	and	reputed	as	the	oldest	Indian	in	Canada,	
passed	away.	

	

	

	


